
June 19, 2017 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 Welcome to 5th grade! Our names are Julie Almonte and Kerri Schwarz and we’re your child’s 
teachers in September.  We have been told we have wonderful classes and we are looking forward to the 
2017-2018 school year!  
 We, along with the rest of the 5th grade team, will be working very hard to make sure this year is 
productive and enjoyable for your child. Our plan is that Mrs. Almonte will be teaching math and science 
and Mrs. Schwarz will be teaching ELA and social studies, so your child will experience the middle 
school format of transitioning between teachers.  Our goal is to create an environment where learning is 
fun and memorable, yet challenging, and be an approachable resource for our students, as well as for 
parents and guardians.  Our expectations are that your child tries his/her best, participates in class, asks 
questions, works cooperatively with classmates in small and large groups, completes assignments, and 
seeks extra help when and if necessary.   Additionally, we’ll be keeping in touch on a weekly basis 
through e-mail to inform you of upcoming important events, and dates to remember, and general notices 
will go home in what are called Triangle Folders. We’ll go over our expectations and procedures again at 
“Get Acquainted Night” in September (date TBA).   
 To prepare for the first day of school, please look through old albums or on the computer to find a 
baby picture of your child.  Write his/her name on the back of the picture, put in a sealed envelope, and 
write his/her name on the front of the envelope.  Make sure your child does not share the picture with any 
friends/classmates, and bring the picture to class on the first day to be collected and shared on our “Who’s 
Who?” bulletin board.   Your picture will be returned once we have completed a matching activity.  
 

** Here is what we would like your child to bring to school:** 
* small scissors   *pencils   *glue sticks   *skinny EXPO markers 

* headphones/earbuds  *blue or red erasable pens        *highlighters       *erasers  
*Two- 3 subject notebooks  *One- 2-pocket folder 

 *flat zippered bag for pencils, etc. (no pencil boxes)     *a piece of felt (for a white board eraser)    
*crayons, colored pencils, or markers  * a 12” U.S./Metric ruler with 1/16th inch increments  

     *a container of antibacterial wipes * a box of tissues  *a roll of paper towels 
*completed book project (see pink packet sent home today) 

 **NO trapper keepers or large binders, please.** 
  

** Please label your child’s supplies with first and last name, or if not possible, initials.  Also, have extras 
on hand at home, as some supplies run out quickly! ** 

  
We look forward to starting off a great year at Richardson Olmsted on Thursday, August 

31st and meeting all of you at Get Acquainted Night!     
   

Enjoy the summer, 
  
  
   


